
Central Inteltigence Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

5 August 201 0 

James H. Lesar, Esquire 
1003 K Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Reference: F- 1994-00036 
F-1998-00734 
F- 1998-0073 5 
F-1998-00736 
F- 1998-00742 
D.C. Cir. No. 04-5235 

Dear Mr. Lesar: 

This is further to our letter dated 7 November 2005 which concerns your 5 January 
1994 and 23 April 1998 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests and your subsequent 
litigation above made on behalf of your client, Roger Hall, as it pertained to several 
subjects. Specifically, this letter addresses two documents previously denied in our 
response to you dated 7 November 2005. While indexing the 26 documents previously 
denied for our Vaughn, we have now determined that two documents can be released. 
Enclosed is one document that can be released in its entirety (C00437023), and one 
document that can be released in segregable form with deletions made on the basis of 
FOIA exemption (b)(3). Because the information in question is the subject of pending 
litigation in federal court, the CIA cannot accept any administrative appeal of the 
determination. 

Sincerely, 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosures 



7 November 2005 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

James H. Lesar, Esquire 
Attorney a t  Law 
1003 K Street, N.W., Suite 640 
Washington, DC 20001 

Reference: F-1994-00036 
F- 1998-00734 
F-1998-00735 
F-1998-00736 
F- 1998-00742 
(D.C. Cir. No. 04-5235) 

Dear Mr. Lesar: 

On 5 January 1994 and 23 April 1998, your client, Roger Hall, submitted Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) requests seeking the following information: 

1. POW/MIAs sent out of S.E. Asia (to Chma, Russia, N. Korea, 
Cuba, etc.); whether they be civilian or military even if they are 
not now in a prisoner status as long as they at any time were a 
POW/MIA and have not returned, been returned, or their remains 
returned; even if they voluntarily allowed themselves to go after 
being captured. (F-1994-00036) 

Access to and copies of all radio and television broadcast 
intercepts and newspaper articles from 1968 through and 
including 1973 that are within the possession and control of the 
CIA or any agency components, including those that may then 
have been in existence such as the National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency (NIMA) and Studies and Observation Group 
(SOG), and which relate in any way to or mention prisoners of 
war (POWs) or those missing in action (MIAs) from the Vietnam 
war or any other conflict then ongoing in South East Asia. (F- 
1998-00734) 



3. All records, reports, memoranda or other documents, in the 
possession and control of your agency which were prepared by or 
assembled by the Central Intelligence Agency, including any of its 
controlled American sources or any other CIA assets or agents, 
based upon information derived from CIA or other sources, 
including such foreign and governmental entities as  the Royal 
Laotian government, between January 1, 1971 and December 31 
1975 relating to the status of any United States prisoners of war 
(POWs) or those missing in action (MIAs) in Laos, including but 
not limited to any reports prepared by Mr. Horgan or any other 
agent or employee or any other agency. (F-1998-00735) 

4. Those records of the Select Committee on POWMIA Affairs that 
were withdrawn from the collection of the National Archives and 
returned to your agency for processing. In addition I request 
access to the listing of those documents referred to in the 

s attached letter to my client from the Archives. (F-1998-00736) 

5. All records in the possession and control of your agency relating 
to any of the following U.S. military personnel and civilians who 
were involved in the Vietnam war and were known to be either 
taken as prisoners of war or listed as missing or killed in action in 
that conflict. (F-1998-00742) 

The enclosed documents constitute the Agency's final response 
regarding these FOIA requests. Please find enclosed 20 documents that we 
determined may be released in their entirety and 102 documents that we 
determined may be released in segregable form with deletions made on the 
basis of FOIA exemptions (b)(l), (b)(2), (b)(3), and (b)(5). In addition, we 
determined that 26 documents must be protected in their entirety on the basis 
of FOIA exemptions (b)(l), (b)(2), (b)(3) and (b)(5). Please find enclosed an 
explanation of these exemptions. 



The official responsible for these determinations is Scott Koch, CIA 
Information & Privacy Coordinator. Agency regulations specify that the 
Agency will not accept any administrative appeal of adverse determinations 
that are the subject of pending litigation in federal court. Because your FOIA 
requests are the subject of pending federal litigation, the Agency will not 
accept any administrative appeal regarding the determinations described 
above. For your information, Agency regulations are located in part 1900 of 
title 32 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Koch 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 



SUBJECT: Soviet  Reaction to  a cornando r a i d  to re lease  
U S  prisoners-of -war i n  downtown Hanoi and/or 
p r i  sonore-of -war t en  miles outs ide Hanoi 

1. The i n i t i a l  Soviet react ion t o  the  Son Tay raid 
i n  November 1970 was propagandist ic.  Moscow d id  no t  ap- 
pear e spec ia l ly  alarmed, and its media focused i n s t e a d  
on the increase  i n  US a i r  s t r i k e s  that occurred a t  about 
the same t i m e .  I n  t h e  w a k e  of the r a i d ,  t h e  North 
Vietnamese undertook t o  close t h e  radar uap t h a t  had 
enabled US fo rces  to  reach Son Tay undetected, and they 
conducted a t  least two combined air  and ground force  
exerciees  aimed a t  r epe l l i ng  fu ture  U S  r a id s .  Although 
there is  no d i r e c t  evidence, it seems reasonable t o  as- 
sume t h a t  H o s c a v  provided both advice and materiel. 

2 .  Further raids l i k e  Son 'Pay would be likely t o  
produce a s i m i l a r  Soviet  reeponse so long as those raies 
vere designed s o l e l y  to  rescue American POWe and were 
nea t ly  executed. The USSR would p r o t e s t  vigorously in  
t h e  diplomatic and propaganda arena and would probably 
be w i l l i n g  to  provide Hanoi w i t h  advice and addi t iona l  
a i r  defense mater ie l  designed t o  f o r e e t a l l  fu ture  U S  
ra ids .  The p r o t e s t  would be mare vigorous i f  t h e  r a i d s  
took place i n  Hanoi, and t he  Soviets  presumably would 
be under more pressure  from Hanoi t o  provide equipment 
t o  f o r e s t a l l  fu ture  U S  attempts. The Soviets would prob- 
ably be recept ive  to this kind of pressure ,  moreover, be- 
cause the USSR would r e sen t  US boldness i n  launchin? an 
a t t ack  on the c a p i t a l  of a " f r a t e rna l  s o c i a l i s t  ally." 

3. I f  e i t h e r  type of r a i d  f a i l e d  as t h e  Son Tay 
r a i d  f a i l e d ,  o r  i f  the r a i d s  r e su l t ed  i n  American casual-  
ties and U S  personnel being taken pr isoner ,  the propaganda 
outcry probably would be more extensive and sustained.  
The Soviet8 would be under lees pressure, however, t o  pro- 
vide Hanoi with new equipment, Soviet  propagandists would 
be su re  t o  po in t  t o  t h e  venture as one more exarnple of the  
f u t i l i t y  of US e f f o r t s  i n  Vietnam and as one more proof 
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that  the  only way to gat t h e  prisoners back is by neqotia-  
t i o n .  

4 .  In any event ,  t h e  Soviets would not attach major 
importance to t h e  venture or draw frozn it new conclu~lions 
about the  proper policy toward tho U S  or the  V i e t n m e s e  
problem. Havfns accepted a summit meeting i n  the wake of 
wider U S  military ac t ion  against  the DRV, they are not  
likely to alter their current course because of an event 
which would touch t h e i r  direct i n t e r e s t s  not a t  a l l .  
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