Court of Appeals: Injustice Again

by 

Roger Hall

The U.S. District Court of Appeals (Case NO. 04-5235) has returned their Opinion from the November 8, 2005 Appeal Hearing. The Court of Appeals Opinion is printed as the next item under Breaking News. The Court ruled against us on the fee waiver issues, and attorney error, but may returned the case to Judge Friedman -- the original judge in the original case, they are not clear on that in their decision. Now we have two cases in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. 

The first case returned to Judge Friedman has yet to be scheduled. The second case before Judge Kennedy has been postponed from March 10, 2006 to a new April 25, 2006. 
The Court’s continue to close their eyes on Plaintiff Hall’s timely payment of $10,000 as ordered by the U.S. District Court Judge Friedman in July 2002. Hall had committed to paying Judge Friedman’s Court ordered fee by giving the $10,000 to Attorney Mark Zaid in July with a check made out to the CIA, he then wrote a second check to Mark Zaid’s legal account to replace the first check that would be used to pay the CIA as required by Mr. Zaid. Mr. Zaid then informed the U.S. Attorney of Hall’s payment and search area requirement’s that was said by Mr. Zaid to have been acknowledged by the U.S. Attorney.

The Court of Appeals then refused to fairly consider Hall’s [attorney, Jim Lesar] failure to file a timely appeal of the District Courts final order dismissing the case (P. 2 0f 11), and the CIA’s “Adequacy of Search” for documents.

The Freedom of Information Act case for POW/MIA documentation withheld by the CIA has been before the courts since May 1998 in spite of two Executive Orders for the POWs release. The CIA had not even turned these 1,000’s of documents over to the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs in 1993 as ordered by that committee.

The CIA turned their backs on POW/MIAs abandoned in 1973 and the CIA aggressively hides information that would reveal the survival of POW/MIA’s. The Courts have closed their eyes to government deceit and delays drawing this case out over eight years this coming May. The courts have left know and classified POW/MIA documents withheld without even considering their contents leaving them to the discretion of the originating agency, the CIA. The CIA has repeatedly deceived the courts on POW/MIA documents it still has and other documents it controls at the Department of Defense. The courts have failed to act as the independent branch of government it was organized to be by the Constitution, acts in violation of the public and POW/MIA families’ right to know, and with bias favoring the government agencies with contempt for the Freedom of Information Act. 
We are in this for the long run and to win. Some Still Survive.

